






















Biennial Report to the Legislature on the Minnesota Power Plant Siting Act

•••

and continues to be an area where the Commission is seeking improvements. As noted, the
Commission has developed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to clarify the DOC EFP
staff role in acting on behalf of the Commission. The DOC EFP has provided very capable
service to the Commission, but it is the Commission's continuing view that the staffing of this
responsibility would better conform to the Commission's institutional operations if DOC EFP
staff were moved to the Commission or operated as a Party in Commission proceedings.

The siting/routing of large energy facilities can engender significant controversy. The
Commission observes that, while not assured, public perception often recognizes the legitimacy
of the state's policy and prescriptions matters. Nonetheless, while not achieved in every instance,
the Commission is gratified that, for the most part, the public recognizes and values the State's
policy and regulatory efforts in these cases. The credibility of the Commission's role and actions
are critical in its management of sometimes controversial projects. Transparency in the
regulatory review process is essential in establishing public trust in the Commission's decision­
making and in maintaining the credibility in the overall review process. In addition, it is
important to maintain a high degree ofprofessionalism and experience to support this program.
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Attachment 1
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Attachment 2
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